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'l was attacked,' teacher says after jury clears him of
assaulting student

By Brian Haas
South Florida Sun-Sentinel
March 12, 2008

A substitute teacher accused of pummeling a student at
an alternative school last year was found not guilty
Monday. I Iz I Nl I Y
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In a one-day, quick-verdict trial, Joseph Brazer, 35, was
found not guilty of felony battery in Broward Circuit
Court stemming from an Oct. 17 fracas involving at For mforrnanon on Florida programs, click here!
least one student at the Whiddon-Rogers Education
Center, said his Miami attorney, Robyn Blake. Brazer,
who lost his job as a substitute, was accused of tackling
Sheldon Davis, pinning the 18-year-old to the ground Classes on week nights and weekends

and punching him after having a book thrown at him. in Miami-Dade and Broward
for working adults like you!

"It's a big relief, this was a very ridiculous case," Brazer CALL NOW e ﬁ
said Tuesday. "We basically proved that I was attacked, BE:¥A&2EEBEITREE:V S TR
chiefly by Sheldon Davis, but also by other students." D P
According to police at the time, Brazer was struck in the back by a book as he went to turn on a light the

students had turned off. The police account said Brazer attacked Davis, punching out one tooth and
breaking off another.
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The report also said that Davis started a second fight with Brazer after the two had been broken up.
Brazer said a videotape of the incident showed he kept his cool, even when attacked.
"No punches were ever thrown on my part. The video showed that clearly," Brazer said.

Davis was never arrested. Brazer said he was upset by the investigation by the schools and police into
the incident.

"I try and work my best with the kids, students at all levels," he said. "And to be accused of this hurt me
a lot. Hurt me and my family."

Brazer said he isn't sure what he wants to do in the future. He isn't ruling out teaching.

"I have no plans of returning to work with the Broward County School Board after the way they treated
me," he said. "l am very angry."
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Brian Haas can be reached at bhaas @sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4597.
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